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CAL ENDAR:  
 

October 21-22—Lay 
Servant Ministry 
Training, Beaumont, 
Wesley UMC 

November 14—Report 
Day Training, Beau-
mont, First UMC,   
10:00 am– 12:00 pm 

Newsletter Editor: Erin Bunch 

Messy vs. Ministry 
    The first church I served as a solo pastor was messy.  Rooms were 

filled with clutter.  Electric outlets rarely worked so extension cords 

ran in all directions.  Random furniture from decades gone by filled 

rooms no longer used.  A plaque with a dedication to a loved one 

gone on the glory  adorned just  about every object, including the 

cross.  The carpet looked beige, but I later found out it was actually faded from mauve.  

The church secretary had his ham radio on the second desk in the front office.  It was 

messy church; it was a memorial to days gone by and a place where so few ministries 

were happening.   

    Over the last four weeks I’ve seen some messy churches.  Four of our churches flood-

ed.  A flooded church is a heartbreaking sight.  Over half of the churches in our district 

have roof damage.  In others, flood buckets line walls of hallways and gyms.  Boxes of 

gloves, cleaning supplies, along with stacks of masks are boxed neatly waiting for vol-

unteers.  Cases and cases, and even more cases of water line a contemporary worship 

space.  In the parking lots I’ve seen everything from military vehicles to snow cone 

trucks.  Gyms filled with people praying for those affected, cots lined up for volunteers 

to stay, and nurses giving out necessary immunizations.  The volunteers I meet are 

often messy as well:  smelling of mold, flood water, and sweat.  Five weeks later, it is 

still messy.  It is a beautiful mess!  It is ministry happening.  This mess of buildings and 

people represents the opportunity to enter into Jesus’ life-changing mission.   

    How messy is your church?  Have you put it all away and returned to church as usu-

al?  Why?  Jesus walked dusty roads and entered into the messiness of people’s lives.  

Will you?  Some of us are still working on our homes just like our neighbors.  Do we 

dare to put on airs and pretend nothing happened?  A storm hit.  People lost their pos-

sessions, their treasures.  Their homes were gutted and now they wait to see how God 

will provide through the rebuild process.  Will you dare to get down in the dust of the 

sheetrock and the tile?  Will you invite people to church who only have jeans and 

shorts to wear because their clothes went with the flood waters?  This is a wonderful 

opportunity to bring Christ into people’s messy lives and watch the redemptive work of 

our Lord.  How will you be part of the mission?  

Alicia 

WE A RE H ERE 

FOR YOU:  
 

Please contact us with any 

questions or concerns you 

may have. 



Winter Candidacy Summit Approaches 
 

    Candidacy Summit is the first formal step in discerning a 

call to ministry as a licensed or ordained minister.  The Sum-

mit is a multi-day event during which all conference candi-

dates entering the Exploring Phase of candidacy receive information about the 

entire candidacy process.  Candidates will begin meeting together in small 

groups with trained Exploring Mentors and have an opportunity to worship, 

share their call stories, and take the required psychological test. 
 

Winter Summit—January 12-13, 2018, Lakeview • Deadline: November 15 

Summer Summit – August 3-4, 2018, Camp Allen • Deadline: June 1 
 

    Summits are now only two days— 2 days/1 night. Registration starts Friday at 

9:00 a.m. Summit starts at 10:00 a.m. and will dismiss around 2:00 p.m. on Sat-

urday.  If you are interested in exploring a call to pastoral ministry, first contact 

your pastor for information and next steps! 

Church News? 
 

Do you have an event 

or job posting for your 

local church that you 

want to share with 

the rest of the 

district?  Post it 

directly to the 

district Facebook 

page!   

By sharing through 

our Facebook page, 

you  

• Share the information 

you want and how 

you want;  

• Spread the word 

immediately;  

• Answer questions 

directly; and  

• Reach district clergy, 

leaders, and 

members. 

Lay Servant Ministry Training Fall 2017 
 

Lay Servant Ministry is about developing leaders and im-
proving leadership skills for use in the local church.   

Saturday, October 21, 9 am-4 pm, Check-in at 8:30 am 
AND Sunday, October 22, 2 pm-5 pm 

You must attend BOTH days to receive credit for the course. 

Beaumont, Wesley UMC  •  3810 N. Major Dr, Beaumont  
COST $35 (includes book and lunch)   

 

All Laity are Encouraged to Attend!   
 

Pre-registration is still available online  

and will be available onsite.  
 

Courses—Local Lay Servant Basic Refresher, Led by Deborah Delhomme, CLM 
                  Advanced Course:  Called to Preach, Led by Rev. Kevin King 
  

To attend an Advanced Course you must have completed a course within last 3 years. 
 

Registration Link at www.southeastdistrict.org/Lay-Servant. 
Payment will be accepted onsite: cash, check, credit card.  



UMCOR           

Recovery        

Center 

Disaster Recovery           

Positions Available 

 

The Texas Annual Confer-

ence of the United Method-

ist Church is accepting appli-

cations for multiple disaster 

recovery positions to staff 3 

long-term recovery offices, 

with one being in Beau-

mont.  

The positions include: 

Project Coordinator 

Case Managers 

Construction Coordinator 

Construction Supervisor 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Volunteer Host (part-time) 

Bookkeeper / Administra-

tive Assistant 

Please submit a resume and 

cover letter to Rev. Scott 

Moore at 

smoore@txcumc.org.  

 

For detailed job descrip-
tions, visit the website:  

www.txcumc.org. 

Visit the district WEBSITE for resources such as  
 How to volunteer after a flood 
 Work team forms/Liability releases 
 messages from the Bishop 
 Updates from the Conference Mission Center & UMCOR 
 help for children, youth, and adults 

w w w. s o u t h e a s t d i s t r i c t . o r g  

The Real Stress:  Money 
    A number of pastors in the Southeast District have asked about stewardship cam-

paigns and apportionments.  Significant numbers of our church members flooded out 

with no flood insurance.  Their extra money will need to go to rebuilding their 

homes.  Giving might go down in your church.  Some of you are already looking at 

cutting budgets for next year.  Know that you are in our prayers and the district office is 

here to help you sort out those decisions.  

    If you have not planned your stewardship campaign or get the feeling this is the 

wrong time to talk budgets, you are not alone.  Give people some space to figure out 

their finances with regard to their homes, and then do a campaign in January.  There are 

plenty of resources available to you.  The Texas Methodist Foundation (TMF) has gener-

ously offered to host a FREE 3-hour workshop on to help assess your mission field and 

set a course for the next few years in light of Hurricane Harvey.  Contact John Thornburg 

at thornburg.john@gmail.com for more information.  Additionally, for the churches in 

the Southeast District with a loan with TMF, your interest rate has been reduced by 2% 

between September 1 and December 31.  You can also defer the payments until January 

1.  Churches in the 57 affected counties that borrow from TMF are receiving this reduc-

tion whether their churches sustained damage or not.  The people in the loan depart-

ment stand ready to answer questions from any church that wonders about their loan. 

    John Thornburg and Lisa Greenwood of TMF and Joe Park of Horizons are willing to 

consult pastors on matters of stewardship; giving a word of hope and encouragement to 

churches.  Horizons is making the offer to help churches do all the prep work for a capi-

tal campaign at no cost even if the church doesn't hire Horizons to do the campaign.  If 

the church does a campaign with Horizons, Horizons will not take any profit.    What that 

means is that since Horizons pays its strategists 55% of the campaign fee, the church 

would be getting a campaign at a 45% savings. 

    With regard to apportionments, do your best.  As the annual conference and district 

office seeks to do their best to help you through this trying time, so we trust you to re-

spond in kind.  Invite people to continue to give to God.  It is an act of faith.  Likewise, 

invite your leadership to give a tithe off your offering to give to the greater church.  Per-

haps your congregation was not affected to a large degree so you want to do a special 

offering to help another congregation pay their apportionments.  Wouldn’t that be a 

powerful witness?  We serve a big God, and God will do more than we ask or even imag-

ine.  We are in this together.   

http://www.txcumc.org/classifieddetail/mission-center-disaster-project-coordinator-9473081
http://www.txcumc.org/classifieddetail/disaster-case-manager-9473074
http://www.txcumc.org/classifieddetail/mission-depot-construction-coordinator-9473076
http://www.txcumc.org/classifieddetail/mission-center-construction-supervisor-9473078
http://www.txcumc.org/classifieddetail/mission-center-volunteer-coordinator-9473082
http://www.txcumc.org/classifieddetail/mission-center-volunteer-host-9473084
http://www.txcumc.org/classifieddetail/mission-center-bookkeeper-administrative-assistant-9473072
http://www.txcumc.org/classifieddetail/mission-center-bookkeeper-administrative-assistant-9473072
mailto:smoore@txcumc.org
http://www.txcumc.org/newsdetail/disaster-recovery-jobs-9473088
http://www.southeastdistrict.org
mailto:Thornburg.john@gmail.com


Important Conference and District Events—Make Plans Now 
October 21-22—Lay Servant Ministry Training, Beaumont, 

Wesley UMC;  Registration Required 
November 6-7—Clergy Women Retreat, Camp Allen 
November 8-9—Clergy Pre-Retirement Seminar, Lakeview, 

Registration Required 
November 14—Report Day Training, Beaumont, First UMC,  

Rothwell Hall, 10:00 am– 12:00 pm, Lunch will be served 
 
 

November 16—CLT/DLT Fall Training Event, Lufkin, First 
UMC, 10:00 am—3:00 pm 

November 20-23—District Office Closed 
December 2—Clergy Family Christmas Party, Beaumont, 

First UMC, Rothwell Hall, 10:00 am-1:00 pm 
December 25-26—District Office Closed 
January 1-2—District Office Closed 
January TBA—Report Day 

Vital Signs 

Be sure to REGULARLY 

input your church Vital 

Signs: 
 

Worship Attendance 

Professions of Faith 

Hands On Mission 

Contact the District Office if 

you need help with your   

password. 

Prayers 

• Clergy families,  congre-

gants, churches, Wesley 

Foundation, friends, and 

communities affected by 

Hurricane Harvey 

• Rev. Bob and Lola           

Fosburgh (South Liberty) 

• Condolences to Rev.     

Donna Brown (retired) and 

family for the loss of her 

mother  

2018 Camp Registration Now Open 
    Lakeview had a great summer and is ready to register for next summer!  

Registration is now open and enables parents to start paying fees throughout 

the year rather than just at the deadline.  Remember these great changes 

from last year! 

• Camp starts on Sunday afternoon. 

• Children as early as entering 3rd grade may attend. 

• Registration is completely online and is now open at  

www.lakeviewmcc.org  

• You can pay on your account throughout the year. 

• New programs, activities, and staff are being added. 

• Churches/Campers have a choice to attend the camp week they prefer. 

 June 10-15, 2018 Tri-District Volunteer Team 

 June 17-22, 2018 South/Southeast Volunteer Team 

 June 24-29, 2018 East/West Volunteer Team 

 July 8-13, 2018 North/Northwest Volunteer Team 

Church News? 
 

    Do you have an event or job posting at your local church that you want to 

share with the rest of the district?  Post it directly to the district Facebook 

page!   

    By sharing through our Facebook page, you  

• Share the information you want and how you want;  

• Spread the word immediately;  

• Answer questions directly; and  

• Reach district clergy, leaders, and members. 

    Be sure to like our page:  Southeast District of the Texas Annual Conference, 

United Methodist Church. 

http://www.lakeviewmcc.org

